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| Abstract |

Remaining Beside Silence: The Reconstruction of
Relationships in Yu Yongja’s “Shiroi Hana,” “Utoro,”
and “Kunume”

PARK Seongju *

This paper examines the narrative characteristics of Yu Yongja’s short stories “Shiroi Hana,”
“Utoro,” and “Kunume” from the perspective of “expressive practice” among Zainichi Korean
women. “Expressive practice” is understood not as the outcome of self-expression, but as a
process through which relationships among the self, others, and history are continuously
reconfigured through the acquisition of language, silence, and temporal delay. The analysis
reveals that, while the three works address themes such as the lives of first-generation Zainichi
Korean women, the historically charged space of Utoro, and experiences of aging, illness, and
death, they do not present these issues in an ideological or accusatory manner. Rather, they
depict how narrators confront memory within their relationships with others and places while
carrying incomplete understanding, temporal gaps, and silence. In these works, narration does
not culminate in complete understanding or recovery; instead, it emerges as a practice of

remaining in relation with others while sustaining inexpressibility and absence.

Keywords: Zainichi Korean literature, Yu Yongja, “expressive practice”, relationality, Kakyd

* Postdoctoral Researcher, Graduate School of Humanities, Nagoya University
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“Discrimination Act, 2008:567. https://www.do.se/choose-language/english/active-measures?utm_

KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Karolinska Institute. “Swedish discrimination law.” https://intra.kth.

se/en/styrning/jamstalldhet/necessaren/integrering-av-jml-i/diskrimineringslagen-1.1352400?utm_
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Gender Equality in Academia and Research- GEAR tool. https://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/

toolkits/gear/horizon-europe-gep-criterion?language_content_entity=en&utm_source=chatgpt.com

(06/01/2026)
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A Structural Analysis of Institutional Frameworks
and University Initiatives Supporting the
Advancement of Women Researchers: Implications
for Japan from an International Comparison

Mayumi Saegusa *

This paper aims to structurally analyze the relationship between national-level institutional
frameworks supporting the promotion of women researchers and university-level initiatives,
drawing implications for Japan. A comparative analysis was conducted targeting universities in
the United States, Sweden, Australia, South Korea, and Singapore, with Nagoya University
examined as the Japanese case study.

The analysis revealed that each country’s institutional framework can be categorized into
three types: direct regulation, guided evaluation, and discretionary. University initiatives
related to recruitment processes were further classified into two approaches: a “process
management” model, which improves the entire recruitment process from the applicant pool
stage through gender statistics and monitoring, and a “result management” model, which
focuses on achieving numerical targets for women faculty ratios.

Japan’ s institutional framework exhibits characteristics of a “soft-obligation” type that does
not fully correspond to any of the three categories, and Nagoya University’s initiatives are
primarily result management-oriented under these constraints. The paper argues for the
necessity of transitioning from result management to process management in recruitment, and
for integrated policy design that aligns national institutional frameworks with university-level

initiatives.

Keywords: women researchers, gender equality, faculty recruitment, institutional analysis,

cross-national comparison
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GRL Visiting Program Report
Researching Mariko Mori: A Visiting Research Stay at GRL

In the summer of 2024, during my first
year as a PhD student at Stockholm
University in Sweden, I had the opportunity
to visit Kobe University as part of a research
summer program organized by JSPS. As my
research is situated within the field of
Gender Studies, this experience led me to
reflect more deeply on the role of gender
and feminist theory within the Japanese
academic context. While exploring relevant
research environments in Japan, I became
aware of the Gender Research Library (GRL)
at Nagoya University and was encouraged to
visit. Although my initial stay in Nagoya was
brief, including only a short visit to GRL, it
left a strong impression and motivated me to
return. At the beginning of 2025, T was
informed about the “GRL Visiting Program,”
which invites researchers in Gender Studies
to conduct independent research while
engaging with the library’s resources and
academic environment. I applied for a two-
month stay and was very pleased to be
accepted.

During my stay at GRL, from November
2025 to January 2026, I focused primarily
on writing and structuring my doctoral
thesis. In my project, I am interested in how
art can open up new ways of thinking and
sensing embodiment, spaces, and time in the
digital age. I approach artworks not only as

objects of representation or images, but as

Linnéa Saaranen *

something we encounter with our bodies and
senses - as situations in which perception,
affect, and material relations are
negotiated. The project spans from the
1990s to the present, and centers on the
work of the Japanese artist Mariko Mori.
Since her international breakthrough in the
early 1990s, Mori has worked across media,
including photography, film, sculpture,
performance, and digital installation. Her
practice explores intersections between
technology, spirituality, and nature, often
drawing on both ancient traditions and
futuristic imagery. While her early work
foregrounded her own body, her later
practice increasingly invites the spectator
and the surrounding environment into
immersive and relational encounters.
Methodologically, the project combines
close analysis of artworks with fieldwork,
including visits to sites and exhibitions
connected to Mori’ s practice. Her work has
served as a methodological point of
departure, guiding my engagement with
different field sites and contexts. While the
project focuses on Mori, it also situates her
practice within a broader context, including
the contemporary Japanese art scene that
took off in the 1990s. This period marked a
significant expansion of institutions
dedicated to contemporary art and increased

international visibility for Japanese artists.

* Stockholm University, Ph.D. Student
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It also coincided with a growing prominence
of feminist perspectives and gender-related
themes in artistic practice. Thus, Mori’s
artistic career began at a time of significant
transformation within the Japanese art
scene.

Although I have studied some of Mori’s
works in Italy, Japan serves as a primary
contextual landscape for my study. By
placing Mori’ s work in dialogue with other
artists, as well as with historical and future-
oriented imaginaries, such as those evoked
in the Osaka Expos of 1970 and 2025, the
project engages broader discussions on art,
digitality, and futurity, while highlighting the
significance of Japanese contemporary art
within these discussions. I approach Mori’ s
work not as a stable representation of digital
culture, but as a site where competing ideas
of embodiment, space, and time are
negotiated, revealing both promises and
ambivalences of digital culture.

Mori’s artworks are installed across a
range of contexts: in museums and galleries,
in outdoor environments shaped by natural
forces, and in hybrid physical-digital forms.
In addition tfo a phenomenological
framework, I draw on new materialist
perspectives to examine how elements such
as light, environments, and technological
components actively participate in the
meaning-making of the artwork and the
affective process. This makes fieldwork and
site visits central to my research.

During my stay at GRL, I undertook two
research trips to collect empirical material.
The first was to Tokyo, where I visited the
National Art Center and the exhibition Prism
of the Real: Making Art in Japan 1989~
2010. This exhibition provided important

contextual material for my study’s focus on
the contemporary Japanese art scene.
Mariko Mori’s video work Miko no Inori
(1996) was presented alongside works by
other female artists in a section focusing on
“Self and Other,” which addressed themes of
gender and nationality. Experiencing this
work on site, within a curated exhibition
context, was particularly valuable. During
the same visit, I also encountered another of
Mori’ s works in a parallel exhibition, Bvigari
Kaleidos: Colors, Cultures and Crafts,
further enriching my research.

My second field frip took me to the
Okinawan island of Miyakojima, where Mori’ s
Sun Pillar (201 1) is permanently installed on
a rock in the sea. The work consists of a
four-meter acrylic sculpture positioned in
relation to the sun, designed to cast a
shadow across the bay during the winter
solstice, which was the period of my visit.
This site-specific encounter highlighted the
relational dimensions of the work, where the
viewer’ s bodily presence is entangled with
environmental elements such as light, sea,
and spatial orientation. Such experiences
underscore how affect emerges not only
through human interaction but through
relations between bodies, material,
environments, and temporal attunement.

For a project that relies extensively on
fieldwork in Japan, the opportunity to stay
as a visiting scholar at GRL was invaluable.
It enabled me to gain first-hand experience
of key exhibitions and sites accessible only
in Japan, while also providing a supportive
academic environment. During my stay, I
established new research connections both
within Nagoya University and with scholars

at other institutions in Japan, with generous
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support from colleagues at GRL. I also
attended lectures in Gender Studies by Dr.
Mayumi Saegusa at GRL. These lectures
offered valuable insight into the teaching
and development of Gender Studies within a
Japanese academic context and provided
new perspectives on both pedagogical
approaches and key thematic concerns in
the field.

On the final day of my research stay, I
presented my project at a research seminar
at GRL, titled “Reimagining Embodiment,
Space, and Time: Mariko Mori’s Art in the
Digital Age”. This was a rewarding
conclusion to my visit, offering valuable

feedback and opportunities for discussion

and academic exchange. It also provided a
meaningful occasion to reconnect with
colleagues and researchers I had met during
my stay.

I left GRL with the sense that my time
there had not only been devoted to writing
and research, but also to building
connections, learning through everyday
conversations, and forming new friendships,
both within and beyond the academic
environment. I also developed a strong
appreciation for the city of Nagoya, and I am
very glad to have the opportunity to return
to both the city and GRL for a longer
research stay in 2026.
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